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***Special Message***
PH1. REDISTRICTING – COMMUNITIES OF INTEREST TESTIMONY

TIME CERTAIN: 6:45 PM

This public hearing is held in accordance with California Elections Code §21607.1, which 
includes in part, the public hearing shall begin at a fixed time regardless of its order on 
the agenda, except that the council may first conclude any item being discussed or acted 
upon, including any associated public comment, when that time occurs          (Cal. Elec. 
Code §21607.1(d)).

If live translation, in Spanish, is needed for this public hearing or if a reasonable 
accommodation in accordance with the American with Disabilities Act is needed, please 
submit a request at least 72-hour before the public hearing.  Requests can be submitted 
by telephone at (951) 461-6031 or via email at Redistricting21@MurrietaCA.gov.  

Furthermore, in an effort to encourage resident participation, this meeting will be 
conducted as a hybrid (in person and via Zoom) teleconference meeting. Those who wish 
to provide testimony in person may do so by completing a speaker card and submitting it 
to the City Clerk.  Those who wish to provide testimony via Zoom, will use the “raise 
your hand” feature during the public testimony portion of the public hearing.

mailto:Redistricting21@MurrietaCA.gov


OR VIEW AND PARTICIPATE VIA THE ZOOM MEETING APP AT // O VER Y PARTICIPAR A TRAVÉS DE LA 

APLICACIÓN ZOOM MEETING EN:

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83474400730

Webinar ID // ID del seminario web:

834 7440 0730
,

When agenda Item is called Dial *9 to raise 

your hand to speak. The City Clerk will call 

upon you to speak. Speaker is allowed 3 

minutes. Members of the public will only 

be allowed to speak once during the public 

comment of the item.

Cuando se llame a un artículo de la agenda, 

marque * 9 para levantar la mano para hablar. 

La secretaria de la ciudad lo llamará para 

hablar. El orador tiene permitido 3 minutos. Los 

miembros del público solo podrán hablar una 

vez durante el comentario público del artículo.

Join the Meeting Via Phone
Zoom Call In: 720 – 707 – 2699 

Webinar ID 834 7440 0730
(Join the virtual meeting by calling in to the number)

 When public comment is open,

raise your virtual hand and be

called upon to speak

 Join the virtual meeting by calling

in to the number above to raise

your hand

 Cuando el comentario público esté

abierto, levante su mano virtual y

sea llamado a hablar.

 Únase a la reunión virtual

llamando al número de arriba

para levantar la mano

Únase a la reunión a través del teléfono 
Zoom Llame al: 720 – 707 – 2699 

ID del seminario web 834 7440 0730
(Únase a la reunión virtual llamando al número)

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83474400730


City of Murrieta - Redistricting Team
City Hall:
Cristal McDonald, City Clerk
Kimberly Ramirez, Interim Assistant City Clerk
Lali Quinteros, Executive Assistant
John Anisko, GIS Analyst

Q2 Data and Research:
Karin MacDonald, Senior Consultant
Jane Hood, Consultant

City Attorneys Office, DPMC:
Christina Cameron, Partner



At-Large to By-District

ÅMarch 2017: Shenkman & Hughes Demand Letter

ÅMay 2017: Resolution of Intent

ÅMay – June 2017: Public Hearings and Draft Maps

ÅAugust 2017: Adoption of Ordinance No. 522-17 Converting to District- Based 
Voting

ÅNovember 2018: Transitioned Districts 1, 2, 5

ÅNovember 2020: Transitioned District 3, 4

ÅSeptember 2021: Decennial Census Data released



Public Outreach Conducted
ÅMarch 5, 2021: Provided a redistricting update at the City Council Workshop;

ÅSeptember 8, 2021: Provided a Redistricting update to The Colony at a Town Hall;

ÅSeptember 13, 27, 28, 2021: Reached out to various communities via phone and 
email to seek input;

ÅSeptember 25, 2021: Hosted a Community Kickoff Workshop with Q2 Data & 
Research;

ÅOctober 8, 2021: Mailed out flyers to various neighborhoods regarding the public 
hearing with ways to participate; and

ÅOctober 14, 2021: Released an informational video about the redistricting process, 
specific to Communities of Interest, via the City’s website and social media.



Redistricting in Murrieta:
Public Input and Communities of Interest

JANE HOOD

Q2 DATA & RESEARCH, LLC

OCTOBER 19, 2021



Today’s Agenda

• Introduction & Background

• What is Redistricting?

• Criteria for Redistricting

• Communities of Interest

• Next Steps

• How to Get Involved
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Introduction and Background

• The City of Murrieta has 5 City Council districts

• Members of the City Council must live in their district to be eligible to represent it

• Voters in each district elect the City Council member for their district
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Districting versus Redistricting

• Districting is the process of creating districts where there were none before

• Redistricting is the process of adjusting the existing district boundaries

• Redistricting usually happens every 10 years after the release of the decennial Census 

• Decennial Census data are used to equalize the populations of the districts 

• Redistricting provides the opportunity to bring the existing districts into compliance 
with all redistricting criteria
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Laws Governing Redistricting

•U.S. Constitution
• Population Equality

•Federal Law
• Voting Rights Act

•California Elections Code
• Process and Criteria
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FAIR MAPS Act - The Process

The FAIR MAPS Act has strict timelines and requirements for the process

• There are a minimum of 4 hearings that must take place before adopting the 
new district boundaries:
• At least 1 hearing must be held prior to creating a draft map
• A workshop led by staff or consultant may be held in lieu of 1 pre-draft 

hearing
• 2 hearings must be held after creating a draft map

• Draft map(s) must be posted for feedback
• There are specific timelines for posting Hearing Agendas and Drafts
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FAIR MAPS Act - Components of a Redistricting

1. Website: https://www.murrietaca.gov/redistricting

2. Public Hearings

3. Draft plan development

4. Posting requirements

5. Public Access (including applicable language Translations and Interpretation) 

6. Public Input (oral, written, or electronic)
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Access Tools

• The City will make a free, online mapping application available to the public 
• The online mapping tool will allow members of the public to create digital input and 

draw maps
• Proposals developed with the online mapping tool can be submitted to the City for 

consideration
• The tool will allow users to view census geography and data for any area of interest 

within the City boundaries.
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What are the mapping criteria? 

Criteria Ranked in Order of Priority (“to the extent practicable”)

1. Compliance with US and CA Constitution (equal population) 
2. Compliance with Federal Voting Rights Act (FVRA addresses race and language 

minorities)
3. Contiguity
4. Respect for* local neighborhoods and Communities of Interest (COIs)

a. COIs may not include relationships with political parties, incumbents, or political 
candidates.

5. Boundaries should be easily identifiable and understandable by residents
6. Compactness: If it doesn’t conflict with preceding criteria
7. Do not favor or discriminate against political parties

*Respect for means minimize divisions
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District Percent Deviation

1 -8.58%

2 +13.66%

3 -7.81%

4 +3.23%

5 -0.52%

Data Source: Official Redistricting Data for the 

State of California;

statewidedatabase.org/redistricting2021; 

September 28, 2021

Total Population for the City of Murrieta for 

Redistricting: 111,187

Ideal Population per District: 22,237



Criterion 4: Local Neighborhoods and 
Communities of Interest (COIs)

Neighborhoodsare specific to each jurisdiction

• They are sometimes defined by the jurisdiction and more frequently by the residents 
that live in a certain area.

“Communities of Interest” are generally described as a geographic area comprised of 
residents who share similar interests. 

COIs are defined by those familiar with the community...

• Law does not limit the kinds of interests that may bind a community. 

• It is up to those who live in or work with a community to identify and establish the 
interests that unite it.

• Interests need not be limited to current situation but can also include common goals.
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Common Interest Examples:

• Economic interests:  
• Current situation -- common employment or economic opportunities (or lack thereof). 
• Goals -- expanding opportunities, development, bringing in businesses, and jobs, etc.

• Social interests:  
• Current -- schools, culture, transportation, parks
• Goals -- improving recreational opportunities or public safety, preserving historic resources, 

etc.
• Neighborhoods are often thought of as Communities of Interest
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Please tell us about your Community of 
Interest:

What is your Community of Interest? What ties you together? What 
common interests do you share? 

Where is your Community of Interest? What are the boundaries?  
Where is it on the map? What is different or the same about the areas 
around your community? 

Why is it beneficial to be kept together in one district? Why would it 
be a problem to split your community?
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How to document your COI

Please answer the following questions:  

• What bonds your community?
• Outline what defines the COI:
• What is your mission or commonality?
• Explain what is different outside of the boundaries of your Community of Interest

• Where is your community located in the City?
• Create a map of the boundaries (use Google maps, GIS/mapping program, paper, etc.)
• Write down the boundaries
• Residents will also receive instructions on how to use the State’s Community of Interest tool to 

map their COIs and submit them to the City. 

Please submit COI Testimony by October 27, 2021 to be considered in the Draft Map(s). 
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Next Steps
• Public Hearing 1: October 19, 6:45 p.m.

• Communities of Interest and pre-draft public input

• Public Hearing 2: October 28, 4:45 p.m.

• Live map drawing 

• October 27: Deadline to Submit Communities of Interest to be considered in the draft map(s)

• By November 1: Draft Map(s) Posted Online

• Public Hearing 3: November 16, 6:45 p.m.*

• Feedback on the draft map

• Public Hearing 4: December 7, 6:45 p.m.*

• Feedback and Council Vote on the Final Map

* Dates are tentative and subject to change.
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Why should you participate?

• To make sure we know about your Community of Interest.
• To give your community a voice and make sure it has equal access to the political 

process. 
• To encourage citizens to register, vote, and remain politically engaged. 
• To help shape a redistricting plan that provides communities a meaningful opportunity 

to elect candidates who represent their interests on issues that are important to their 
lives. 
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How to Get Involved

To participate in the process: testify, submit written testimony, send supporting information to the City

The City Clerk has informational handouts. 

Please provide information about your Community of Interest, or other topics the City needs to know 
about as soon as possible.

• Submit information at a hearing, by mail, or drop off at: Murrieta City Hall, 1 Town Square, Murrieta, 
CA 92562

• Via email: redistricting21@MurrietaCA.gov

• Via Phone: (951) 461-6031 

• Get information online: https://www.murrietaca.gov/redistricting

THANK YOU FOR PARTICIPATING!!!
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Thank you!

Questions?
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